
Motions to Council 6 July 2022 

Chief Executive’s accompanying notes  

 

Motion 904  

 

Gloucestershire County Council Farms 

Proposed by Cllr Beki Hoyland 

Seconded by Cllr Chloe Turner 

Council notes: 

That the rural estate is spread throughout the county and 

consists of 63 farms plus 40 additional lettings, extending 

across 7,000 acres. The estate generally comprises smaller 

family farms, with the majority being between 80 to 140 acres. 

More than half of the county council-run farms have already 

signed up to the Countryside Stewardship scheme, which is a 

government initiative offering financial incentives to farmers to 

look after and improve the environment. 

Regenerative agro-ecology builds soils and sequesters carbon. 

Agriculture can form part GCC’s solution to climate change at 

the same time as producing high quality food if careful 

management of soils, manures, plants and animals are utilised. 

Farmers that lease from the County Council come from diverse 

backgrounds and bring huge commitment, hard work and 

passion and achieve high welfare standards so important to the 

British public. 

Council farms provide a valuable route into agriculture for new 

entrants that in turn benefit the county with diverse, successful 

farms and farmers. 

Proper land management will help to prevent flooding and water 

pollution, positively contributing to the 25-year environment plan 

for public goods.  

Council farms are a long tradition in Gloucestershire, part of the 

heritage of our beautiful rural county; while other counties have 

lost or greatly reduced their farm holdings; our own county is 

fortunate to have maintained a substantial rural estate. 

Council believes that: 



The rural estate gives GCC the ability to influence the nature 

and quality of agriculture in Gloucestershire, acting as exemplar 

and enabler on the use of innovative farming methods and 

environmental stewardship. 

The rural estate represents a significant asset in the council’s 

climate ambitions, offering opportunities for carbon 

sequestration, biodiversity and local food production. 

A local circular economy based on regenerative methods of 

food production will build resilience into the county’s economy; 

making food affordable, accessible and fair whilst reducing 

carbon use and ensuring profitable farms. 

The changing landscape of farming over the coming decades 

may provide opportunities to expand the rural estate both in 

scale and variety of holding, creating more opportunity for 

apprenticeships and new entrants into farming and horticulture.  

Council calls on the Cabinet to: 

Maintain or increase the number of hectares of land and farms 

owned by the council; ring fencing 50% of profits from the sale 

of any holdings for the sole use of future investment in new 

holdings. 

Continue to ensure and that new tenancies are widely 

advertised and follow equal opportunity procedures in criteria 

and selection to ensure access for all across our diverse 

communities. 

Encourage innovative methods of land restoration before 

considering disposal options of depreciated estate land such as 

nitrogen vulnerable zones, NVZ. 

Encourage, enable and assist all tenants to continue: 

o Working towards eliminating the use of herbicides, 

pesticides and chemical based fertilisers. 

o Manage their soils and manure to build soil carbon. 

o Preserve and increase hedgerows and increase tree 

cover as appropriate 

o Manage land for diversity in plants, animals and birds 

o Develop local markets for their produce 

o Manage land to prevent flooding and maintain clean 

water 



o Work closely with GCC to provide opportunities for 

training and improved access to land use for 

everyone in Gloucestershire. 

Facilitate expert support, assistance and oversight to ensure 

farms:  

o Achieve the highest standards and produce the best 

food possible whilst meeting the above requirements.  

o Sign up to the Country Stewardship Scheme and 

other relevant Environmental schemes as they 

change. 

o Prepare for the change in farm subsidies to 

Environmental Land Management Scheme (ELMS). 

o Develop dynamic procurement, building local markets 

and social connections for produce to be used by 

schools, hospitals, food banks, County Council 

offices, and Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) 

systems as well as in the private sector. 

o Upgrade farm buildings and houses to become 

carbon neutral. 

Climate change 

implications  

The proposed approach could improve the farm and county’s 

resilience to extreme weather, enhance biodiversity and reduce 

carbon emissions.  This would depend on how the respective 

farms are already being managed, and may be driven by 

Government’s Environmental Land Management Framework 

without our intervention.   

Resource 

implications  

Over the next four years the Council has current plans to 

dispose of strategic rural land and farm holdings of £37.3m, 

which would mean that, if the motion were approved, an 

additional £18.7m of resources would need to be identified to 

fund the existing capital programme, this figure increases to a 

total of £78.3m over future years, meaning that a total additional 

sum of £39.1m would need to found.  

Replacement of this funding could only be met by borrowing, 

which would incur considerable additional revenue costs for a 

long time into the future. In the example above, those additional 

costs would amount to £1.4m annually for 50 years. 

The Council currently employs one rural land agent who 

actively manages the farm estate. Other in house staff promote 

land and commission external providers as appropriate. 



Human rights 

implications 

None directly arising from this motion 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

The Council has adopted a policy of the progressive 

rationalisation of its rural estate following a review of its 

Strategic Estate Plan in 2016. During the plan period up until 

2030 the amount of land it owns is planned to decrease to 5400 

acres. This will be done by amalgamating farmland into more 

productive and well equipped holdings, utilising strategically 

important land to provide infrastructure including schools, 

housing projects as well as exploiting opportunities for 

diversification including renewable energy schemes. 

The estate is made up of a range of holdings with various forms 

of tenure, some historic leases significantly restrict what the 

Council is able to directly deliver. The strategic rationalisation of 

the estate depends very much on issues such as tenure, 

strategic and town planning, current legislation, location, 

opportunity and the willingness of tenants to engage. 

The Council continues to work closely with tenants and the 

wider rural community in order to effectively support them to 

deliver the many opportunities that the estate can provide. 

The Council has undertaken a countywide review of its estate to 

identify opportunities to deliver renewable energy schemes, 

phase one of the review is complete and a more detailed piece 

of work is underway in order to develop deliverable schemes on 

shortlisted sites. 

  



Motion 905 

 

The Cost of Living Crisis and the Right to Food 

Proposed by Cllr Paul Hodgkinson 

Seconded by Cllr Linda Cohen 

This Council notes that: 

Inflation is predicted to top 10% this year, the highest in 40 

years. 

The tax burden is the highest today since World War Two and 

that this Government has consistently increased the direct and 

indirect tax burden on families. 

The increased energy price cap will see the average standard 

tariff energy bill increase by £693 per year and the average pre-

pay meter energy bill increase by £708 per year. 

The Government’s suspension of the pensions triple lock for 

22/23 will cost Gloucestershire’s pensioners on the full new state 

pension an average of £487 and those on the full basic state 

pension an average of £373. 

This Government ended the uplift in Universal Credit and that 

changes to the taper will not compensate for the reduction in 

income of the poorest and most vulnerable people in society. 

This Council also notes that: 

An estimated 11 million people in the UK live in food poverty, 

with the cost of living crisis predicted to greatly exacerbate this 

problem. 

Those on the lowest incomes will be hardest hit by inflation, the 

lifting of the energy price cap and increased taxation. 

This Council believes that: 

No one should go hungry in Gloucestershire 

The Conservative Cost of Living Crisis will increase the levels of 

food poverty and malnutrition in Gloucestershire. 

This Council therefore declares a ‘Cost of Living Emergency’ 

and calls on the Government to: 

Immediately reduce the standard rate of VAT from 20% to 

17.5% for one year, saving the average household a further 

£600 this year. 

Immediately use revenue from the windfall tax on energy 

companies to help Gloucestershire families with their energy 

bills. 

Enshrine the right to food in law 



Climate change 

implications 

None directly arising from this motion 

Resource 

implications 

None directly arising from this motion 

Human rights 

implications  

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human 

Rights (OHCHR) regards the Right to Food as a human right 

comprising 4 elements:  availability, accessibility, adequacy and 

sustainability.  However, it makes the following distinction: 

“The right to food is not a right to be fed, but primarily the right to 

feed oneself in dignity. Individuals are expected to meet their 

own needs, through their own efforts and using their own 

resources. To be able to do this, a person must live in conditions 

that allow him or her either to produce food or to buy it.” 

(OHCHR, The Right to Adequate Food, 2010) 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

None directly arising from this motion 

  



Motion 906 

 

Improving Gloucestershire’s Bus Services 

Proposed by Cllr #### 

Seconded by Cllr #### 

Council expresses its disappointment that no additional funding 

related to the Bus Service Improvement Plan has been allocated 

by the Department for Transport in the recent funding round. 

Bus services have not recovered to pre-covid levels, services 

have been cut and communities in our towns and villages lack 

regular services. Further deterioration is at risk when the Bus 

Recovery Grant ends in October. 

At the budget meeting it was announced that the expectation of 

BSIP funding had been £30-40 million whereas the amount 

allocated has been nil. This means that the prospects for 

improvement as uncertain. 

This will push more traffic onto our roads, isolate communities 

and hamper our ability to meet targets for climate action. We 

need traffic reduction to make active travel an option with safe 

walking and cycling for vulnerable groups. 

Council therefore calls on Cabinet to bring forward in year 

proposals to address the loss of the Bus Recovery Grant and 

the lack of Bus Service Improvement Plan funding. 

Council further resolves to call on the Environment Scrutiny 

Committee to establish a Task and Finish Scrutiny Group to 

examine and make recommendations on how bus services 

improvements can be achieved. 

Climate change 

implications 

The availability of public transport and alternative travel options 

to the car will of course avoid and hopefully reduce emissions.  

This issue is being examined at the upcoming Transport Forum 

(19 July, Kingsholm Stadium) and a report of the outcomes 

could be taken to Environment Scrutiny Committee. 

Resource 

implications 

Most bus services are commercially run and nationally Covid 

has had a major impact on the revenue receipts with services 

only having around 70% of the patronage experienced prior to 

Covid. These factors have led to bus companies looking to 

reduce services particularly once the current Government 

subsidies finish in October. 

No revenue funding for existing services was included in this 

BSIP funding so, the GCC subsidy budget is not depleted by the 

DfT’s decision. What it does mean is that we cannot immediately 

invest in things such as discounted travel and infrastructure 



proposals on the scale we had in mind. Hence the deferred 

delivery of complimentary improvements may affect commercial 

decisions regarding the provision of services by operators.  

However, we are looking at alternative paths for funding these 

projects alongside ongoing work with the DfT to make sure we 

are prepared for any future round of funding.   

Noting that 70% of local authorities were not successful in this 

round of funding, we will continue to work with our Local 

Authority network to influence DfT to bring forward alternatives 

and any future rounds of funding. 

£0.495 million has been set aside as part of the closure of the 

2021/22 accounts for concessionary fares, which is earmarked 

to help service providers during 2022-23 as a one off support.   

In the event of a Task and Finish Scrutiny Group being 

established, the cost of undertaking any initial work can be met 

from existing budgets. Any longer term resource implications 

arising from Group’s work would be subject to the Council’s 

usual budget-setting process. 

Human rights 

implications  

None directly arising from this motion 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

None directly arising from this motion 

 

  



 

Motion 907  

 

Knife crime  

Proposed by Cllr Nick Housden 

Seconded by Cllr Alastair Chambers 

This Council notes the profound impact that the death of 

Ramarni Crosby had on the City of Gloucester. This Council 

never wants to see another of our young children harmed 

through knife crime. We want all of our children and young 

people to feel safe in their communities and for no one to carry 

a weapon – either with intent for violence or for perceived 

protection.  

Therefore, this Council resolves to: 

Develop an action plan alongside our partners in the police, 

schools and youth groups to ensure that the county council is 

doing all than it can to deter young people from carrying knives. 

This action plan should focus on what we can ‘do differently’ to 

ensure we’re learning lessons from the past as well as 

successes from other council areas.  

We will listen and work with partners in areas of high knife 

crime to learn what more we can be doing to support those 

communities and prevent young people from carrying knives in 

the first place. 

Climate change 

implications  

 No implications arising from this motion 

Resource 

implications  

The cost of undertaking any initial work can be met from 

existing budgets. Any longer term resource implications arising 

from the plan will be subject to the Council’s usual budget-

setting process. 

Human rights 

implications 

No implications arising from this motion 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

No implications arising from this motion 

 

 



Motion 908 

 

Violence against women and girls 

Proposed by Cllr Kathy Williams 

Seconded by Cllr Philip Robinson 

This Council believes that women and girls deserve to live free 

from intimidation, violence and harassment. This Council 

condemns all violence against women and girls (VAWG) and 

notes that it can take many forms, including physical, financial, 

and emotional. 

We want Gloucestershire to be the safest county in the UK for 

women and girls.  

We welcome the launch of the Home Office’s new ‘Enough’ 

campaign which seeks to educate the public by highlighting 

VAWG and its various forms.   

We are also pleased that our Police and Crime Commissioner 

has made VAWG one of his top priorities in his Police and Crime 

Prevention Plan. We are particularly grateful to the work of the 

Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner, Gloucestershire 

Constabulary and Gloucester City Council in securing more than 

£1 million from the Government’s Safer Streets Fund to 

eradicate VAWG from Gloucestershire and note especially the 

introduction of the ‘Flare App’ which gives women the 

opportunity to anonymously report inappropriate behaviour 

directly to the police.    

To ensure that this county is the safest in the country for women 

and girls, we propose that: 

The Council strives to become the first public body in 

Gloucestershire to receive a ‘White Ribbon Accreditation’ for its 

commitment and work to end male violence against women.  

We write to all public bodies and Head Teachers in the county 

asking them to become White Ribbon Champions to show a 

clear signal that Gloucestershire stands united against VAWG  

We invite the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office and 

Gloucestershire Constabulary to run a session for all councillors 

on the nature of VAWG in Gloucestershire and what we can all 

be doing in communities to tackle it. 

We will also utilising our strong relationships with Head 

Teachers to invite them to a similar session to ensure that they 

are supported in combatting VAWG in schools so that we can 

prevent unhealthy and dangerous behaviours in young people.  



We ask the Adult Social Care and Communities Scrutiny 

Committee to investigate and produce a report for Cabinet on 

any steps the County Council can be taking to end VAWG in 

Gloucestershire. 

Climate change 

implications 

No implications arising from this motion 

Resource 

implications 

The cost of undertaking any initial activities can be met from 

existing budgets. Any longer term resource implications arising 

from the initiatives proposed will be subject to the Council’s 

usual budget-setting process. 

Human rights 

implications  

Violence against women is a violation of women’s human rights 

as defined in the Human Rights Act 1998.  In condemning and 

proposing steps to tackle violence against women, this motion is 

fully compatible with human rights. 

Other implications 

relating to 

Council’s policy 

framework 

No implications arising from this motion 

 


